August 12, 2011
Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome back to school!!  I am so excited to begin another year of teaching junior high English. In this letter will be a little information about me and how to contact me, a list of rules and consequences, a short overview of my procedures, and a general overview of the curriculum.

About me:  I graduated from NAU Summa cum Laude with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education.  My content emphasis was English.  I have four children: two children at this school, one at home, and one in high school. I can be contacted by phone (775-6747) or by e-mail (burtonlearnin@yahoo.com).  I also have a school web page (www.franklinphonetic.com).  Please do not hesitate to contact me for any reason.  My door is always open.

Rules:  In the back of this letter will be another full copy of this discipline plan.  I ask that both student and parent read and sign these and bring them back to me.
CLASSROOM RULES

1. Listen and follow directions the FIRST time.

2. Keep hands, feet, and other objects to yourself.

3. Raise hand and wait for permission to speak.
4. Obey all other school rules.

If I Choose to Break a Rule…
1st time – Warning

2nd time – Fill out a consequence packet
3rd time – Lunch Detention

4th time/Extreme Clause – Phone call home and/or sent to                    

                              Refocus/Detention

Rewards:  Positive reinforcement is an important part of any discipline plan.  Because of this, students will have opportunities for individual and classwide rewards.

Individual Rewards:

· Verbal praise
· Positive notes/phone calls home
· “Little Surprises”
· School raffle tickets
Classwide rewards:  All classes will be competing with each other for the Best Class of the Quarter.  That class will get to have a treat and a fun activity at the end of the quarter.

Procedures/Policies: 
· Students MUST come prepared (and on time) with paper, pencil, and any other supplies to class.

· Class is short…no leaving class unless it is an emergency!

· Time management is important.  Points will be deducted for turning in late work and/or detention will be assigned until the work is completed.

· If a student does not turn in their work on time, a form will be sent home THAT DAY (with the missing assignment information) to be signed by the parents.

· UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES ARE ANY PAPERS TO BE LEFT ON MY DESK.  Please turn in work to the appropriate area.  Also, each of you will be assigned a number…try to remember it!  (
If there are any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I am looking forward to a great year with each of you.
Sincerely,

Shana Burton

Junior High Language Arts Syllabus
The language arts instructional approach is similar in grades six through eight, with assignments and projects of increasing difficulty. In-class reading includes four novels per year, anthology and non-anthology short stories, poetry, and nonfiction. Often, there are movies and/or music that go with the different books we will be reading.  Lessons incorporate speaking, listening, reading and writing. This four-modality approach is grounded in academic research and supports the concept of multiple intelligences. Higher level thinking skills, which are practiced and further developed, include synthesis, analysis, and evaluation. Knowledge and identification of literary terms and techniques is expected. Students complete papers, worksheets, quizzes, tests and projects. Students are expected to read outside of class. Projects relate to the outside reading requirement. Computer skills are important and will be required when working on our research report.
Literature Studies:
**We may not read all of these books this year.**
6th grade                    7th grade                   8th grade
*Percy Jackson(Book 1)  *Singing Down the Moon  *Treasure Island
*The Westing Game  *Call of Thunder, Hear My Cry     *White Fang
*Tuck Everlasting       *Lily’s Crossing                *Tunnels
*Out of the Dust   *The Adventures of Tom Sawyer      *To Kill A      

*Hatchet            *Journey to the Centre           Mockingbird 
*A Wrinkle in Time      of the Earth                     *Johnny
*When the Sergeant    *A Year Down Yonder                Tremain 
 Came Marching Home   *A Long Way From Home      *Love, Stargirl                  
Writing is strongly emphasized in the Franklin Phonetic junior high Language Arts curriculum. Almost every week students will be given a topic to write about.  Essay topics will be given on Monday, rough drafts are due on Wednesday, and final drafts turned in at the beginning of class on Friday.  Students will write all final drafts in cursive the first grading period.  After that, students may choose to type OR write in cursive.  Students will also complete two book reports and two research reports(one will be guided in class; the other at home).
· Book Report #1 – Assigned: Aug. 22nd; Due Oct. 5th   
· Book Report #2 – TBA 
· Research Report #1 – Assigned: Oct.24th; Due Dec. 9th 
· Research Report #2 – Assigned: Jan. 16th; Due April 12th 
**The rubric for each assignment will be given as these dates approach. While the assigned dates shouldn’t change, the due dates are subject to change.**
Preparedness Points – Each quarter, every student will receive 100 points for class participation.  Students will lose 5 points for every day they come to class unprepared.  This includes: paper, pencil, books, assignments, and ability to work.  They will also lose one point for any notes home regarding late work. The expectation is that students are there to learn and I am there to teach.
Vocabulary/Spelling Words – At the beginning of the second week, students will be given ten vocabulary words.  They will be expected to write the word and definition.  These will be worth 10 points and are due on Wednesday.  On Thursday, students will be given an oral vocabulary/spelling test where they will have to write the correct word with the definition. After that week, students will be given ten new words.  They will write the definition for the new words and be tested on those definitions.  In addition, students will also be tested on the previous week’s ten words.
GRADING:

100-90   A

89-80    B

79-70    C

**Most assignments below a C (70%) may be redone or an alternative assessment given.**

69-60    D

60-0     F

Discipline Plan for Mrs. Burton’s English Class

**As with any subject, I believe discipline needs to be taught and reinforced continually.**
Classroom Rules
I can show respect for myself and others by…

1.Listening and following the directions the first time.

2.Keeping hands, feet, and other objects to myself.

3.Raising my hand and waiting for permission to speak.

5.Obeying all other school rules.

If I Choose to Break a Rule…
1st time – Warning

2nd time – Fill out a consequence packet
3rd time – Lunch Detention

4th time/Extreme Clause – Phone call home and/or sent to                    

                              Refocus/Detention

Rewards

**The best reward is a well-behaved class that works together and learns together.  However, there will be opportunities for more tangible rewards.**

Verbal Praise

Positive notes/phone calls home

“Little Surprises”

**In addition to individual recognition, the class that is most prepared will receive a special reward at the end of each quarter.**

**Over the course of this school year, students will be checking out school books from the classroom and the library.  They are responsible for returning them in the same condition that they were received.  If they are lost or damaged, students will be expected to pay for a new copy.**

Thank you!!

Mrs. Burton

Students: I have read this classroom discipline plan and understand it.  I will choose to honor it at all times.

______________________________________            ______________

Signature                                                         Date

Parents:  My child has discussed this classroom discipline plan with me.  I understand it and will support it.

______________________________________            ______________

Signature                                                         Date
In a million words or less, tell me about your child.  (
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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